Adenolymphoma and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma of the salivary glands and oral cavity in immunocompetent patients are not associated with latent Epstein-Barr virus.
The presence of Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) was studied in specimens of 50 primary non-Hodgkin's lymphomas (NHL) of the salivary gland and the oral cavity and 11 solitary adenolymphomas of the parotid gland, using EBER-1/2 in situ hybridisation and by immunohistochemistry for the detection of latent membrane-protein-1 (LMP-1). None of the patients were tested for HIV-infection, nor were there any clinical signs to suspect HIV-infection. In one adenolymphoma, few reactive EBER-1/2 positive cells were detected. In this case staining for LMP-1 was negative. In one oral B-cell NHL, EBER-1/2 positive lymphoma cells were identified; these cells also expressed LMP-1. None of the 31 oral (30 B-cell and one T-cell) and 18 salivary gland (all B-cell) NHLs and none of the 10 adenolymphomas were EBER-1/2 positive or expressed LMP-1. These results indicate that EBV is not involved in the pathogenesis of oral and salivary gland primary NHL and adenolymphoma in immunocompetent patients.